
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, September 18, 2016, AM 
Message: “Qualifying for Heaven”—John 8:24 
 
INTRODUCTION: As the conflict between Jesus and the religious elite heats up; the Pharisees 
continue to reject the witnesses who testify of Jesus (v. 14).  The witnesses as to who Jesus is 
are stated in chapter 5.  There is John the Baptist (5:33-35); there is the work of Jesus (5:36); 
there is the Father (5:37-38); and there is the OT Scriptures (5:39).  Now in Jerusalem in the 
days following the feast of tabernacles the Pharisees again bring up the argument of witnesses 
(8:13).  Jesus answers their objections (8:14, 18).  In John 8 Jesus tells why people cannot go to 
heaven and what it will take to qualify them for heaven. 
 
I.   The disqualification for Heaven stated: 
 A.  Disqualified because they do not know God—v. 19 
  1.  Heaven is God’s home; in order to enter we must know Him. 
  2.  You have no right to enter someone’s house unless invited by the person. 
  3.  God has the right to say who will enter and who will not. 
 B.  Disqualified because of sin—v. 21 (v. 24). 
  1.  The phrase, “Die in your sin” is an OT concept. 
      --Prov. 24:9; Isa. 55:7-9; Ezekiel 18:4, 18, 20, 24, 26. 

  2. “To die in your sin” means to die under the curse of sin 
—Gen. 3; Rom. 3:23; 6:23. 

  3.  Sin will not be allowed in heaven—Rev. 21:8; 27. 
 C.  Disqualified by physical birth—v. 23-24. 
  1.  Nicodemus needed to be born again—John 3 
  2.  The earthy body is not suitable for heaven—II Cor. 5:1-10, I Cor. 15:35-50. 
 
II.  The qualification for Heaven stated: 
 A.  To qualify for heaven there must be faith in Jesus as God—8:24 (Heb. 11:6). 
  1.  It is only as man that Jesus could die for man.  

2.  It is only as God that Jesus could die for all men. 
3.  It is stated three times in john 8 that Jesus is God, the “I Am”—v. 24, 28, 58. 

 B.  To qualify for heaven there must be a relationship with God—8:25-26  
      (I John 5:19-20) 

 C.  To qualify for heaven sin must be removed—8:28-29 
  1.  Jesus paid for our sin on the cross—Gal. 3:13; I Peter 2:24; 3:18. 
  2.  OT sacrifices covered sin; Jesus removed it—Isa. 53:6; John 1:29. 
 
CONCLUSION:  Man is disqualified for heaven because of his sin.  Man can be qualified for 
heaven by trusting Jesus Who paid the price of sin on the cross.  Man is saved by accepting 
Jesus as Savior (v. 28). 


